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The WRS 4th Edition builds on over 30 years of proven success and provides 
teachers with explicit guidance and resources in word structure, vocabulary, 
fluency, and comprehension instruction.

The WRS 4th Edition has been updated extensively. With this new edition, 
we have ensured that the teacher and student resources now incorporate 
all the research-based best practices that have been a part of our teacher 
professional learning courses for many years.

The Wilson Reading System 4th Edition features the following highlights:

What’s new and enhanced in the 4th edition?

• Expanded and revised Instructor Manual

• Added focus on core/academic vocabulary

• Integrated and systematic instruction of phonology, 
orthography, and morphology, including direct teaching
of prefixes and Latin & Greek word elements

• New fluency and comprehension guide for Block 3

• Enhanced student progress monitoring

• New high frequency word cards and phrases for practice
and dictation

• New sentences and expanded stories in the Student Readers, 
with focus on high frequency, core, and academic words

 Edition builds on over 30 years of proven success and provides 
teachers with explicit guidance and resources in word structure, vocabulary, 

 Edition has been updated extensively. With this new edition, 
we have ensured that the teacher and student resources now incorporate 
all the research-based best practices that have been a part of our teacher 

 Edition features the following highlights:

New sentences and expanded stories in the Student Readers, 

Wilson Language Training® (WLT) and Wilson® Accredited Partners have 
received accreditation by the International Dyslexia Association (IDA). 
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Steps 1-6
Available Now!

(Steps 7-12 available in 2021)
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Step 2

Sequence of Word Study Skills

2.1 ang, ing, ong, ung, ank, ink, 
onk, unk (bang, pink); + suffix -s
(kings)

2.2 Four sounds in a closed syllable; 
+ suffixes -s or -es (flag, steps, 
brushes)

2.3 Closed-syllable exceptions: 
ild, ind, old, olt, ost (mold, host)

2.4 Five sounds in a closed syllable; 
+ suffixes -s or -es (spend, crafts, 
branches), 15 closed-syllable Latin 
bases (-rupt-, -sist-, etc.)

2.5 Three-letter blends and up to 
six sounds in a closed syllable; 
+ suffixes -s or -es (sprint, scraps, 
stresses); 15 closed-syllable Latin-
base elements with a ct blend 
(-duct-, -spect-, etc.)

At the end of this Step, 
students should know how to:

 Identify welded sounds for the 
graphemes:
ang, ing, ong, ung, 
ank, ink, onk, unk
ild, ind, old, olt ost

 Define a syllable and identify 
a closed syllable and a closed-
syllable exception

 Differentiate between a blend and 
a digraph

 Identify and read words with two-
letter blends, three-letter blends, 
and digraph blends

 Read and spell words or nonsense 
syllables with a short vowel (up to 
six sounds)

 Recognize common closed-
syllable Latin bases

In Step 2, you will continue to work with short vowels. Students will 
learn how to blend and seg ment four sounds, then five sounds, then six 
sounds in a given syllable. Students must be able to segment the sounds 
independently. If students cannot do this, do not move on, even if the 
students read and spell the words correctly. This mastery is essential for 
future success. You will use Letter-Sound Cards, blank cards, and finger 
tapping to teach this skill with nonsense syllables as well as real words.

At the beginning of this Step, the students will learn about closed syllables. 
Emphasize this concept throughout the step as it is important that students 
visually recognize closed syllables. The students should know that if a 
syllable is closed, then the vowel sound is short. Thus far, students have 
been reading and spelling base words and suffixes. Together, these words 
have two elements, but the base words by themselves have been simple 
words—that is, they have had only one word element. 

You will also introduce a new word element: closed-syllable Latin bases 
such as rupt (dis-rupt), ject (sub-ject), and pend (sus-pend). These 
look like nonsense words, but they have meaning, are part of longer words, 
and actually carry the main meaning of a word. Some of the Latin bases 
can stand alone as a word (duct), as well as combine with other elements 
(conduct, deduct, induct) to form the base word. However, most of the 
Latin bases, must be combined with another element either before or after 
it (disrupt, rupture) in order to form a word. 

In Step 2, students will read and spell Latin bases in isolation. This will 
prepare them to combine these bases with other word elements to form 
longer words, which begins in Step 3. Although you will introduce students 
to the meaning of the bases, understanding its meaning will happen over 
time, as words are formed in subsequent Steps.

Students will work with Latin bases using Latin-base Cards. These cards can 
be recognized by the dash both before and after the word element called 
a base:

-rupt-
2.4
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Substep Cards/Tiles to be added

2.1 Q Q Q Q Q Q Q QD H J N E I K O
2.2 Q Q Q Q Q QZ Z Z Z Z Z
2.3 Q Q Q Q QU V T S R
2.4 -fess-

2.4

-gress-
2.4

-mand-
2.4

-mit-
2.4

-pel-
2.4

-press-
2.4

-rupt-
2.4

-sent-
2.4

-sist-
2.4

-stant-
2.4

-sult-
2.4

-tend-
2.4

-tent-
2.4

-vent-
2.4

2.5 -duct-
2.4

-dict-
2.4

-fect-
2.4

-flect-
2.4

-flict-
2.4

-ject-
2.4

-lect-
2.4

-pact-
2.4

-rect-
2.4

-sect-
2.4

-spect-
2.4

-struct-
2.4

-tact-
2.4

-tract-
2.4

-vict-
2.4

Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q
Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q
Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q
Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q Q
Q Q Q Q Q
Q Q Q Q Q Q 
Q Q Q Q Q
Q Q Q Q Q Q

a b c d e f Q D E
g h i j k l Q H I
m n o p q r s J K
t u v w x y z N O
P F L M G 
f l s A B C
U V T S R
Z Z Z Z Z Z

Teacher Materials Needed

 See graphics on this page and 
add Letter-Sound Cards and 
Word Element Cards (prefixes, 
base elements, suffixes) when 
introduced 

 Substep-specific Syllable Cards

 Substep-specific Word Cards

 Step 2 High  Frequency Word 
Cards

 Dictation Book (Steps 1-6)

 Rules Notebook

 End-of-Step Assessment 
Teacher Guide and Student 
Progression Recording Forms 
(Steps 1-6)

Student Materials Needed

 Provide Letter Tiles when 
introduced, as shown

 Student Reader Two 

 Student Notebook (Steps 1-6)

 My Step Progress Booklet 
(Steps 1-6)

Supplemental Materials

 Word Element Detective 
Workbook (Steps 1-6)

 Student Workbook Step 2

 Wilson Fluency®

Block 3 Guide 

The following pages outline Word 
Study and Spelling for Parts 1-8 
(Blocks 1 and 2 of the lesson). 
Guidelines for planning Parts 
9-10 (Block 3) of the lesson can 
be found in the Comprehension 
and Fluency Block 3 Guide.

By the end of this Step, Standard Card Display for Teacher

-s
1.6

-es
1.6

-rupt-
2.4

-struct-
2.5

Wilson Reading System® Instructor Manuals

The 4th edition Instructor Manuals are easy to navigate and 
include new, revised, and expanded content incorporating 
the “what, how, and why” of Wilson instruction. The full-
color, hardcover manuals are divided into two volumes, 
allowing for more detailed instruction and explicit fluency 
and comprehension guidance for Block 3.

• Instructor Manual Steps 1-6 with Block 3 Guide 

• Instructor Manual Steps 7-12 with Block 3 Guide*

The Instructor Manual (Steps 1-6) includes the
following sections: 

Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
that educators have the skills and tools they need to help their 

students become fl uent, independent readers, who are ready to 
explore the endless possibilities the world of reading has to off er.
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This is not final artwork, needed to create it quickly.

Steps 

Instructor
Manual

Wilson Reading System®

Barbara A. Wilson

7
Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
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1-  6

Steps 1 -  6

• Introduction – background information 
about the key instructional components and 
principles of instruction

• Lesson Planning & Execution - detailed guide 
for standardized instructional procedures

• Step Instruction – detailed instructions for
the word study parts of the lesson

• Comprehension & Fluency Block 3 Guide –
detailed guidance on Block 3 instruction and 
background information on how to help 
students apply emerging word-level proficiency 
to fluently read and comprehend text

• Appendix – reproducible forms and other 
valuable information

*Steps 7-12 materials will be available in 2021.
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Block 1 Word Study (Lesson Plan Parts 1-5)

Block 2 Spelling (Lesson Plan Parts 6-8)

Block 3 Fluency & Comprehension (Lesson Plan Parts 9 -10)
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Substep

156 Wilson Reading System®

Word Study

1 - SOUNDS QUICK DRILL 

Drill all previously taught vowel Letter-Sound Cards. Have the student say letter-
keyword-sound. Be selective with previously taught consonants and welded letters. 
Drill these by having the student say letter-sound, using keywords as needed. 

Student(s) learn the following letter combinations :

ang-fang-/ang/ ank-bank-/ank/

ing-ring-/ing/ ink-pink-/ink/

ong-song-/ong/ onk-honk-/onk/

ung-lung-/ung/ unk-junk-/unk/

Teach these letter-sound (grapheme-phoneme) combinations with the green 
Letter-Sound Cards and keywords. Explain that the three letters do have in di vid u al 
sounds, but that the phonemes are very closely welded to geth er and are there fore 
difficult to separate. 

To tap these sounds, the student uses three fingers tapping together at the same 
time. Tap on a table rather than to thumb if this is easier for the student. Explain 
that the three fingers rep re sent the three individual sounds. These are said almost 
at the same time so it is easier to ‘weld’ them together. For example, sink would 
be tapped: 

/s/ (one tap) /¬nk/ (one tap 
with three fingers)

Student Notebook Entry

(Sounds Section) On the -ng and -nk Welded Sounds pages, 
have the student add the keyword pictures for the new 
welded sounds: 

ang, ing, ong, ung, 

ank, ink, onk, unk

2.1

What to Teach

 New “welded” letters: 
ang, ing, ong, ung, 
ank, ink, onk, unk

 Reading and spelling 
words with the welded 
letters and sounds listed 
above

 Definition of a syllable

 Identifying a closed 
syllable

FYI
If needed, the 
student can 

learn the -ng welded letter 
combination first, then learn the 
-nk letter combination in a later 
lesson.
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Word Study

FYI
Remember that for 
words with a suffix, 

the student taps only the base 
word, if needed. The suffix is 
not tapped. 

READING SUFFIXED WORDS IN 
ISOLATION

Word How it is read

shells: shell-shells

thinks: think-thinks

2 - TEACH & REVIEW CONCEPTS FOR READING 

Build three to four previous substep words. Have the student read (tapping only if 
needed) and briefly discuss concepts.

Introductory and Ongoing Lessons: Teach Reading of Welded Sounds 

Display Letter-Sound Cards as pictured on the right and point 
to each card while saying the sound: /ang/, /ing/, /ong/, /ung/, 
/ank/, /ink/, /onk/, /unk/. Then, read them across /ang/, /ank/,
etc. Have the student repeat after you, then do independently.

Next, the student should practice reading words. Place the s
consonant card in front of ang. Tap out the word sang: /s/ (one 
tap) - /ang/ (one tap with three fin gers). Then move the s card 
in front of ank and tap out sank. Cre ate words with all of the 
welded sounds. Have the student tap and blend each word. 

When these words can be read without tapping, have the student read words with 
the suffix -s added. 

Q Q
Q Q
Q Q
Q Q

D E
H I
J K
N O

Student Notebook Entry

(Sounds Section) On the -ng, -nk Welded Sounds 
pages, have the student practice marking welded 
sounds:

r ing h ungl ong

b ank th ink j unk

Write the word bank and 
teach the student to box 
the three-letter welded 
sound:

b ank

Subsequent Lessons: Teach Closed-Syllable Concept

You will next teach about closed syllables. Explain that words have parts that go 
together called syllables. A syllable is a part of a word that can be pushed out in 
one breath. Cat is one syllable. Catnip has two syllables. 

Explain that there are six kinds of syllables and first you will teach the one that is 
used the most in English words. Form the word bat. Tell the student that a closed 
syllable has one vowel only (point to a) and must be closed in (move the t closer to 
the a to show how it closes it in). A closed syllable gives the vowel the short sound; 
/¤/ is the short sound of a. Now re move the b to leave the word at. Tell the student
that there need not be a con so nant in front of the vowel. The important point is 
that one vowel (point to a and stress that it is only one vowel) is closed in (move 
t) by at least one consonant. Make the word bath. Tell the student that it can be 
closed in with more than one consonant (point to th). 

Note
Technically ng is a 
digraph and nk is a 

blend. Therefore, ing has two 
sounds and ink has three 
sounds. The student learns 
these sounds best, how ev er, 
when presented as ‘welded’. 
The dis cus sion of blend (taught 
at Substep 2.2) versus digraph 
and number of sounds can be 
avoided unless questioned by 
student.
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Next, the student should practice reading words. Place the 
consonant card in front of 

 (one tap with three fin gers). Then move the 
 and tap out 

welded sounds. Have the student tap and blend each word. 

When these words can be read without tapping, have the student read words with 

Q Q
Q Q
Q QH IQ Q
Q QJ KQ Q

Student Notebook Entry

(Sounds Section) On the 
pages, have the student practice marking welded 

h ungh ung

j unkj unk

Subsequent Lessons: Teach Closed-Syllable Concept

You will next teach about closed syllables. Explain that words have parts that go 
together called syllables. A syllable is a part of a word that can be pushed out in 

 is one syllable. 

Explain that there are six kinds of syllables and first you will teach the one that is 
used the most in English words. Form the word 
syllable has one vowel only (point to 

 to show how it closes it in). A closed syllable gives the vowel the short sound; 
 is the short sound of a

that there need not be a con so nant in front of the vowel. The important point is 
that one vowel (point to 
) by at least one consonant. Make the word 

closed in with more than one consonant (point to 

when presented as ‘welded’. 
The dis cus sion of blend (taught 
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Next, the student should practice reading words. Place the 
consonant card in front of 

 (one tap with three fin gers). Then move the 
 and tap out 

welded sounds. Have the student tap and blend each word. 

When these words can be read without tapping, have the student read words with 

Q QQ QJ KQ Q

(Sounds Section) On the 
pages, have the student practice marking welded 

h ung

j unk

Subsequent Lessons: Teach Closed-Syllable Concept

You will next teach about closed syllables. Explain that words have parts that go 
together called syllables. A syllable is a part of a word that can be pushed out in 

 is one syllable. 

Explain that there are six kinds of syllables and first you will teach the one that is 
used the most in English words. Form the word 
syllable has one vowel only (point to 

 to show how it closes it in). A closed syllable gives the vowel the short sound; 
a

that there need not be a con so nant in front of the vowel. The important point is 

) by at least one consonant. Make the word 
closed in with more than one consonant (point to 

The dis cus sion of blend (taught 
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Substep

158 Wilson Reading System®

Word Study
2.1

Note
The Letter-Sound Cards 
must be used to teach 

the closed-syllable concept 
in a multisensory way. Use 
this procedure building other 
words to continually review 
this concept throughout Step 
2. Avoid using h, r, y, and w at 
the end - ah, bar, bay, saw... 
these are not closed syllables. 
Do not explain them yet; just 
avoid them!

FYI
When the student 
is asked to describe 

a closed syllable, the reply 
should not be, “a closed 
syllable is a syllable with a short 
vowel.” Rather, it should be, 
“a closed syl la ble is a syllable 
with one vowel, closed in by 
consonant(s), and this tells us 
the vowel is short.” The pur pose 
of teaching this is so that the 
student, upon visual recognition 
of a closed syllable, knows how 
to read the vowel. The goal is to 
teach the student to recognize
when a syllable is closed by 
seeing the pattern.

FYI
The letter i in the 
word links is part 

of a welded sound, but link
is a closed syllable as well. 
Therefore, the i has a short 
sound.

Next, use the Letter-Sound Cards to build the fol low ing words:

QQQsuF QQit QQLe QQQQloaf
Ask the student to point to the closed syllables (such, it). Discuss each word, 
asking the student to explain why or why it is not a closed syllable.

such has one vowel closed in with ch
it has one vowel closed in by t, no need for any letter before the vowel

she has one vowel but it is not closed in

loaf has two vowels 

Be sure to emphasize that a closed syllable is a syllable that has one vowel (not a 
short vowel). The fact that it is closed then tells the student the vowel is short. This 
is important because the teaching of the syllable type is to aid in the decoding of 
unknown words. If a word is unknown (such as vat), the student can figure it out 
by determining if it is a closed syllable, then applying the short sound of a (using 
the keyword apple).  

Have the student practice reading closed-syllable words from Step 1 and Substep 
2.1. Also, demonstrate closed-syllable words with the suffixes -s and -es. Then, write 
the word job. Teach the student how to mark a closed syllable, scooping the syllable 
first. Then, identify the type of syllable with a c for closed. Finally, mark the vowel 
with a breve to show that it makes a short sound (as in apple). Be sure to mark the 
vowel last, emphasizing that if the syllable is closed, then the vowel is short:

c
jobjob

c
job

Lastly, show the student that if the word has a suffix, it will be marked like this:

job s
c

job sor

When ready, include nonsense words, but do not begin charting these at Lesson 
Part 4 until the student has demonstrated accuracy and automaticity with all types 
of real words at the current substep.

Student Notebook Entry

(Syllables Section) On the Closed Syllable page, have the student 
add the following example words: links, job

In the Mark Words section, have the student practice marking a 
closed syllable and a closed syllable with a suffix.

job
c

links
c

On the same page, once nonsense words have been introduced, 
have the student add these example words: vob, ched

Next, have the student practice marking these words.

vob
c

ched
c
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Word Study

3 - WORD CARDS 

Phonetically Regular Words: Have the student read a “fat stack” of previous 
substep words, focusing on automaticity and weaving discussion of selected 
concepts and previously introduced vocabulary words. Then, use current substep 
Word Cards to focus on new concepts, decoding accuracy, and, as mastered, 
automaticity. Also target new vocabulary words, having the student enter these 
into the Student Portfolio. Vary Word Card activities as appropriate.

High Frequency Words: Have the student read the high frequency word packet 
separately from the phonetically regular words. Include previously introduced 
words until mastered and introduce new high frequency words a few at a time.

4 - WORDLIST READING 

Practice: From the current substep wordlists, select 5-6 words from a single 
wordlist that reflect your instruction for that day and have the student read them 
for practice. Discuss current concept, targeting trouble spots.

Charting: Using another wordlist that also reflects your instruction from the 
current substep, have the student read 15 words aloud. Then, record all errors on 
the Wordlist Chart. Discuss and correct all errors with the student.

The following types of wordlists are provided:

• ng  • + suffix

• nk • nonsense words

• ng and nk

5 - SENTENCE READING 

Review high frequency words and untaught words at the top of the page as 
needed. Select ten sentences from the current substep and have the student read 
them silently, then aloud (one sentence at a time). Focus on accurate word reading, 
expression (prosody and intonation), and meaning of text. To develop fluency, 
model and practice proper phrasing of text using the penciling technique, as 
needed. Weave questions about concepts taught in current and previous substeps 
and discuss vocabulary and meaning.

Weave with 
Questions

Examples:

Are there any words with a 
welded sound?

Are there any closed-syllable 
words in that sentence?

Note
Be sure to have the 
student practice reading 

words with suffixes in Parts 
2 and 3 of the lesson before 
including this for charting.

Note
With the current 
substep words, have 

the student identify the welded 
sounds. If the student has 
difficulty distinguishing pairs 
(e.g., ong vs ung), be sure to 
make additional word cards 
with these pairs (song, sung) 
to practice. Once the student is 
accurate with the current words, 
mix these with previous substep 
words to focus on automaticity.
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Substep

160 Wilson Reading System®

Spelling

6 - QUICK DRILL IN REVERSE 

Dictate a selection of previously taught vowel, consonant, and welded phonemes. 
Prompt the student to repeat the sound and then name the letter(s) while pointing 
to the appropriate Letter Tile(s).

Add the new welded Letter Tiles: 

c da b fe

lihg j k

ronm p qu s

t xw yu zv

chwh cksh th

f l s all anam

ankang

inking

onkong

ung unk

onk

unk ankang

inking

onkong

ung unk

-

Dictate the following new sounds, one at a time in random order:

/ang/ /ing/ /ong/ /ung/ /ank/ /ink/ /onk/ /unk/

Remember to have the student repeat the sound, then ask “What says ____?” The 
student should answer, naming letter(s) while pointing to the appropriate tile.

Dictate word elements (suffixes) only as needed. Prompt the student to repeat, 
select the appropriate manipulative (blank suffix tile) and then write it on the table 
with a finger while orally spelling, adding the dash.

7 - TEACH & REVIEW CONCEPTS FOR SPELLING 

Dictate three to four previous substep words. Prompt the student to repeat the 
word (segmenting as needed) and then spell the word with the Letter Tiles and 
Suffix Tile/Card (as needed). The student may subvocally say the sounds while 
building the word, if needed. The student should spell the word orally after it is 
built with the Letter Tiles.

Introductory and Ongoing Lessons: Spelling of Welded Sounds

Dictate a Substep 2.1 word (such as pink) and ask the student to repeat and tap 
out the word, then select the tiles needed to form the word. Direct the student to 
use the green Letter Tiles for spelling ng and nk welded sounds rather than three 
individual tiles. Be sure the student orally spells the word after finding the letters.

2.1
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Spelling

Next, dictate a Substep 2.1 word with a suffix (such as winks) and have the student 
repeat the word. Ask the student to name the word without the suffix (wink). Have 
the student tap the base word and find the corresponding Letter Tiles. Ask, “That is 
wink, now how do you make it winks?”

The student should add the s and then spell the whole word. 

Student Notebook Entry

(Spelling Section) On the Ways to Spell /k/ page, have 
the student enter examples for ank, ink, onk and unk: 
bank, think, honk, sunk

Subsequent Lessons: Teach Spelling of Closed-Syllable Words

Select words from Step 1 and Substep 2.1. Dictate a word, such as job. Have the 
student repeat, tap (if needed) and spell with Letter Tiles. Direct the student to then 
spell the word orally. Ask, “Is this a closed-syllable? Why?” Have the student explain 
why job is a closed syllable (only one vowel, followed by at least one consonant). 
Dictate additional closed-syllable words for spelling practice.

When ready, include nonsense words.

8 - WRITTEN WORK DICTATION 

Dictate sounds, word elements, words, and phrases from previous and current 
substeps. Also, dictate sentences from the current substep. Be sure the student 
repeats all dictation prior to spelling. Have the student circle high frequency words, 
then guide the proofreading process for phrases and sentences. Direct the student 
to mark some concepts in words and sentences, and scoop the sentences into 
phrases.

Box welded sounds:

k ing b ank

Mark closed syllables: 

s i n k
c

w e l l
c

Underline base words and circle suffixes:

k ing slung s

Mark Words

FYI
Remember that when 
reading and spelling 

words with a suffix, a student 
taps the word without the suffix 
only, if needed. The student does 
not tap the suffix. 

SPELLING WORDS WITH A SUFFIX

Teacher dictates the word songs. 
The student repeats the word 
songs, then names the word 
without the suffix (song). The 
student taps the base word if 
needed, then spells s o n g. 
Lastly, the student also adds -s.

The purpose of this is to 
emphasize the structure of base 
word + suffix and to first spell the 
word without the suffix.

Note
Be sure to practice 
marking closed syllables 
often.
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The previous Orientation section provided you with background for your 
instruction. This section now presents more details for your Block 3 instruction. In 
Block 3, you will provide students with opportunities to practice their emerging 
skills and engage with connected text. This reading practice is always done with 
sufficient support to allow students to be challenged, yet to succeed with various 
texts of graduated levels of difficulty. 

The WRS Lesson Plan shown here includes all 3 Blocks: Word Study (Parts 1-5), 
Spelling (Parts 6-8), and Comprehension/Fluency (Parts 9 and 10). Our focus now 
turns to the "how to" of Block 3: how to prepare, how to plan, and how to teach. 
We’ll refer to the Parts 9 and 10 sections of the Lesson Plan shown and also to other 
Lesson Plan options, especially for Part 10.
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WRS Lesson Plan (Standard)
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CONSONANTS VOWELS WELDED

ADD TO NOTEBOOK

DATE LESSON NUMBER STUDENT NAME/GROUP

SUBSTEP LESSON FOCUS CONCEPTS TO WEAVE

 INTRODUCTION

WORD TYPE TO CHART  ACCURACY “TROUBLE SPOTS”

 REAL  NONSENSE  FLUENCY

Wilson Reading System®

DRILL LEADER (IF GROUP)

ESTABLISH QUICK AND AUTOMATIC LETTER NAMING AND PRODUCTION OF SOUNDS FOR DECODING.

REVIEW WORDSREVIEW CONCEPTS CURRENT WORDSCURRENT CONCEPTS

ADD TO NOTEBOOK

TEACH WORD STRUCTURE BY PRESENTING WORDS IN SEGMENTED FORM, AND PRACTICE DECODING WORDS WITH SPECIFIC TAUGHT PATTERNS.

SUBSTEPS ACTIVITY VOCABULARY WORDS  ADD NEW TO NOTEBOOK

HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS  ADD NEW TO NOTEBOOK

PRESENT WORD EXAMPLES AS A WHOLE RATHER THAN IN PARTS TO SOLIDIFY THE CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING OF WORD STRUCTURE, ESTABLISH AUTOMATICITY, AND DEVELOP 
VOCABULARY. ESTABLISH AUTOMATICITY WITH HIGH FREQUENCY WORD RECOGNITION.

PRACTICE

PAGE 

 TOP  BOTTOM

ERRORS

ACTIVITY (IF GROUP)

CHARTING

PAGE 

 TOP  BOTTOM

4 WORDLIST READING 1:1    5 MINUTES GROUP   510 MINUTES

DETERMINE INDEPENDENT APPLICATION AND AUTOMATICITY OF SINGLE WORD DECODING SKILLS. CHART PROGRESS TO DETERMINE SUBSEQUENT LESSONS/PROGRESSION.

STUDENT READER

 AB  B

PAGE 

ERRORS NOTES

DETERMINE INDEPENDENT DECODING SKILLS WITHIN CONTEXT. EMPHASIZE VOCABULARY AND FLUENCY WITH READING IN MEANINGFUL PHRASES TO SUPPORT COMPREHENSION.

STUDENT READER

 AB  A  B

 REAL  NONSENSE

1 SOUNDS QUICK DRILL 1:1    23 MINUTES GROUP   23 MINUTES

3 WORD CARDS 1:1    35 MINUTES GROUP    510 MINUTES

2 TEACH & REVIEW CONCEPTS FOR READING 1:1    5 MINUTES GROUP   5 MINUTES

5 SENTENCE READING 1:1    5 MINUTES GROUP  5 MINUTES
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6 QUICK DRILL IN REVERSE 1:1    12 MINUTES GROUP  23 MINUTES

ESTABLISH QUICK AND AUTOMATIC LETTER NAMING AND PRODUCTION OF SOUNDS FOR ENCODING.

ADD TO NOTEBOOK

REVIEW WORDS AND WORD 
ELEMENTS

REVIEW CONCEPTS CURRENT WORDS AND 
WORD ELEMENTS

CURRENT CONCEPTS HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS

ESTABLISH PROCESS TO SPELL WORDS BY BREAKING THEM INTO PARTS (WORD ELEMENTS, SYLLABLES, SOUNDS).

DEVELOP AUDITORY PROCESSING OF LANGUAGE AND COMPREHENSION OF AGE-APPROPRIATE LITERATURE AND INFORMATIONAL TEXT. APPLY EMERGING DECODING SKILL AND 
BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE TO INCREASE THE FLUENT READING AND COMPREHENSION OF VARIED NON-CONTROLLED READABLE TEXT WITH SUPPORT.

TASKS

 LISTENING COMPREHENSION  SCAFFOLDED SILENT READING

 INTERACTIVE ORAL READING  ORAL FLUENCY

SOURCE ___________________________________

TITLE

PAGE(S)

NOTES

SEE PART 10 PLAN FOR DETAILS

SOURCE

 STUDENT READER ________  AB    B

 WILSON FLUENCY KIT

 OTHER WRS CONTROLLED

VOCABULARY

FOLLOW UP ?’s

9 CONTROLLED TEXT PASSAGE READING 1:1    1015 MINUTES GROUP  1015 MINUTES

INCREASE READING FLUENCY WITH CONTROLLED TEXT, AND DEVELOP SILENT READING SKILL INCLUDING A MENTAL REPRESENTATION FOR COMPREHENSION USING VISUALIZATION. 
DEVELOP ORAL EXPRESSIVE LANGUAGE SKILLS WITH RETELL.

COMPREHENSION S.O.S.: 

 SILENT/ORAL 

ORAL FLUENCY

 REPEATED READING 

SENTENCES

SOUNDS WORD ELEMENTS REAL WORDS NONSENSE WORDS

DEVELOP INDEPENDENT SPELLING AND PROOFREADING SKILLS WITH WORD STRUCTURE ELEMENTS DIRECTLY TAUGHT THUS FAR.

HIGH FREQUENCY WORD PHRASES
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10 LISTENING/READING FLUENCY AND COMPREHENSION 1:1    1530 MINUTES GROUP  1530 MINUTES

7 TEACH & REVIEW CONCEPTS FOR SPELLING 1:1    5 MINUTES GROUP  510 MINUTES

8 WRITTEN WORK DICTATION 1:1    15 MINUTES GROUP  1520 MINUTES

TITLE/PAGE

PAGE 2 OF 2

VOWELS CONSONANTS WELDED WORD ELEMENTS
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Students read 
story in Student 
Reader

Teacher reads enriched 
text and/or student 
reads text that is non-
controlled

This section will address:

• Instructional Tasks

• Instructional Framework for 
Parts 9 and 10

Parts 9 & 10 Overview

Comprehension & Fluency Block 3  |  Instruction
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INSTRUCTIONAL TASKS

Just as Blocks 1 and 2 provide a step-by–step approach to mastery,  Block 3 does the same, utilizing different instructional 
tasks and types of text, and providing different levels of support. 

In Parts 9 and 10, you will use four basic instructional tasks to work with your students:

• Listening Comprehension 
• Interactive Oral Reading 
• Scaffolded Silent Reading
• Oral Fluency – Repeated Reading 

Task Description
Type of Text &

Lesson Part
9 10

Listening 
Comprehension 

You read to students and facilitate collaborative discussion, 
doing Comprehension S.O.S.TM and Going Deeper work.


Enriched Text

Interactive 
Oral Reading 

You and students orally read portions of text, or students 
read all of the text with you. You assist them when they have 
difficulty recognizing a word by asking questions about its 
structure, if it has been taught to them, or by “feeding” them 
any words that they are unable to read due to word structure(s) 
beyond what they have learned. You also systematically teach 
students how to actively engage with the text by annotating it, 
beginning with touching it for phrasing, then identifying and 
marking unknown words, etc. 

Includes Comprehension S.O.S. and Going Deeper work.


Non-controlled 
Readable Text


(Eventually

Enriched Text)

Scaffolded 
Silent Reading 

You select text and provide scaffolds for students to read it 
(or portions of it) silently, with the direction to: (a) develop their 
coherent mental model with visualization and/or picture notes 
(and eventually graphic organizers), and (b) monitor for any 
challenges with word recognition or understanding. Eventually, 
after annotations are well-developed during interactive oral 
reading, students apply these while silently reading a text.

Includes Comprehension S.O.S. and Going Deeper work.


Controlled 

Text


Non-controlled 
Readable Text


(Eventually

Enriched Text)

Oral Fluency – 
Repeated 
Reading 

Although both interactive and silent reading are also working 
on fluency, this terminology is used to indicate that students 
are rereading a text (sometimes several times) that has been 
read previously with understanding.


Controlled 

Text


Non-

controlled 
Readable Text


(Eventually

Enriched Text)

Parts 9 & 10 Overview
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Wilson Reading System® Assessment and Progress Monitoring Materials

The purpose of the Wilson Assessment of Decoding and Encoding
(WADE) 4th Edition is to determine entry into the WRS program and to set 
reading goals and pacing targets. Alternative forms are provided to use for 
reporting on student learning outcomes in relation to progress through the 
WRS curriculum. The materials are revised to reflect the 4th edition changes.

Wilson® Assessment of
Decoding and Encoding

Wilson Reading System®

Wilson Reading System®
Fourth Edition

www.wilsonlanguage.com
(800) 899-8454
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The End-of-Step Assessment Set (Steps 1-6) provides materials 
to conduct the end-of-step assessments. The purpose of the 
assessments is to determine a student’s mastery and understanding 
of the concepts taught in the specific Step and identify any specific 
areas that need further instruction.  Students are assessed in phonetic 
word reading accuracy and automaticity, marking current concepts, 
high frequency word reading, independent silent reading, passage 
oral reading fluency and comprehension, and dictation. Students 
must reach a specific mastery level. If they do not, additional 
instruction in areas of difficulty is necessary before going on to the 
next Step. The teacher records each student’s errors on the Student 
Progression Recording Forms (consumable). Students will each have 
a My Step Progress Booklet (consumable) to use for the assessments 
as well as to chart their progress. The End-of-Step Assessment 
Teacher Guide provides general administration directions, 
instructions for scoring, and specific guidelines for progression to 
the next Step. (The End-of-Step Assessment Set (Steps 7-12) will be 
available in 2021.)
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Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
that educators have the skills and tools they need to help their 

students become fluent, independent readers, who are ready to 
explore the endless possibilities the world of reading has to offer.
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Teacher Guide
Steps 7-12

Wilson Reading System®

End-of-Step Assessment 

Teacher Guide
Steps 7-12
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Steps 7-12
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STEP
       1

MARK WORDS & WORDLIST READING

cash shocks quez

messes van zups

whip sums raff

loss mixes whib

dill wall cham

quick fall cans

whiz jabs mills

masses hams bosses

puff rashes fan

foxes sheds chums

-wordlist reading

-mark words
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STEP
       1

Will Gets His Fish  PART TWO

The map tells Will how to get to the dock 

by the mill and the dam. Then, Will and Sam 

dash to the dock. Will is quick to set up his 

tall rod. A big red bug buzzes by Will, but he 

has his hat on and he does not get bit at all. 

Sam, the dog, sits on the moss and mud in 

the sun.

Will's rod pops up and he is in shock! 

It is a big fat fish! Will runs to pick up the fish 

with his rod and zips it into his net. Sam gets 

ORAL READING PASSAGE 

how    by

Wilson Reading System® © 2018  WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

shocks

van

sums

mixes

wall

rashes

sheds
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The map tells Will how to get to the dock 

by the mill and the dam. Then, Will and Sam 

dash to the dock. Will is quick to set up his 

tall rod. A big red bug buzzes by Will, but he 

has his hat on and he does not get bit at all. 

Sam, the dog, sits on the moss and mud in 

the sun.

Will's rod pops up and he is in shock! 

It is a big fat fish! Will runs to pick up the fish 

with his rod and zips it into his net. Sam gets 
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STEP
       1

SILENT READING PASSAGE

Will Gets His Fish  PART ONE

Will gets up with the sun. It is a big day! 

He gets to fish! Will packs a bag and digs into 

a tall box to get his rod. He has to check his 

rod. Does it have a nick? No! The rod is all 

set. Will gets a net as well. 

Will has a hat that dims the sun and rids 

the bugs. With that hat, he will not get tan or 

bit. One hat that can do both jobs! Will has 

chips and dip in a tin. He tosses the chips and 

dip and map into the bag and picks up his 

rod and net. Then Will calls his pet dog, Sam. 

day    no    so

by
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ST
EP

       
1

HIGH FREQUENCY WORDS

the do are we

and of as be

was you or they

is shall want have

I into he one

a does has from

his your for both

to me she

© 2018  WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  
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STEP
       1

DICTATION

 PHRASES

1

2

3

 SOUNDS

1 4

2 5

3

 REAL WORDS

1 6

2 7

3 8

4 9

5 10

ST
EP

       
1

are we

as be

or theyor they

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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ST
EP

       
1

 SENTENCES

1

2

3

ADDITIONAL  HIGH  FREQUENCY  WORDS

1 6

2 7

3 8

4 9

5 10
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5WRS RULES NOTEBOOK
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Vowels

OPEN SYLLABLES

a - acorn - /¡/ (5.1)

 - Alaska - /š/  (5.5)

often in unstressed open syllables

e - me - /¦/ (5.1)

i - hi - / «/ (5.1)

 - animal - / ¬/ or /š/ (5.5)

often in unstressed open syllables

 - champion - /¦/ (11.5)

o - no - /³/ (5.1)

u - pupil - /¸/ (5.1)

 - f lu - /ü/ (5.1)

y - cry - / «/ (5.1)

 - baby - /¦/ (5.3)

 - reply - / «/ (11.1)

R-CONTROLLED SYLLABLES

ar - car - /ar/ (8.1)

 - beggar - /šr/ (8.5)

 - wizard - /šr/ (8.5)

 - warm - /or/ (12.3)

or - horn - /or/ (8.1)

 - doctor - /šr/ (8.5)

 - worm - /šr/ (12.3)

er - her - /šr/ (8.1)

ir - bird - /šr/ (8.1)

ur - burn - /šr/ (8.1)

VOWEL-CONSONANT-E SYLLABLES

a-e - safe - /¡/ (4.1)

e-e - Pete - /¦/ (4.1)

i-e - pine - / «/ (4.1)

o-e - cone - /³/ (4.1)

u-e - mule - /¸/ (4.1)

 - rule - /ü/ (4.1)

y-e - type - / «/ (11.1)

JOBS OF SILENT E:

Vowel-consonant-e words (4.1)

End a word, following the letter v (4.4)

To distinguish from a plural (4.4)

(e.g., dense)

The vowel in a consonant-le syllable (6.4)

Change letters g and c to soft sound (7.1)

NOTE: Vowels in unstressed open syllables are often a schwa sound.

Wilson Reading System® Rules Notebook

Wilson Reading System®

www.wilsonlanguage.com
(800) 899-8454

Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
that educators have the skills and tools they need to help their 

students become fluent, independent readers, who are ready to 
explore the endless possibilities the world of reading has to offer.
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Rules Notebook
Steps 

ISBN 978-1-56778-641-5

ITEM # W4WRSRN1

781567 7864159

1-12

The Rules Notebook contains the basic rules that govern the 
structure of words in English. For each rule, a reference is provided 
noting the WRS substep where it is introduced. The 4th edition 
includes a new section on word elements.

5WRS RULES NOTEBOOK

R-CONTROLLED SYLLABLES

ar - car - /ar/ (8.1)

 - beggar - /šr/ (8.5)

 - wizard - /šr/ (8.5)

 - warm - /or/ (12.3)

or - horn - /or/ (8.1)

 - doctor - /šr/ (8.5)

 - worm - /šr/ (12.3)

er - her - /šr/ (8.1)

ir - bird - /šr/ (8.1)

ur - burn - /šr/ (8.1)

 Vowels in unstressed open syllables are often a schwa sound.
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LATINATE BASES WHICH CAN OCCUR IN CLOSED SYLLABLES STEPS 2 -12

BASE RELATED MEANING EXAMPLE WORD

-cept- cap, capt, ceive take, seize, hold   - -    -
except (7.1)

-cess- cede, ced, ceed go, yield recess (7.1)

-fess- acknowledge  confess (2.4)

-gress- grad(e), gred step, degree congress (2.4)

-mand- order command (2.4)

-mit- miss, mitt send submit (2.4)

-pel- puls(e) drive, push expel (2.4)

-pend- pens(e) hang, weigh suspend (2.4)

-press- press, push against compress (2.4)

-rupt- break disrupt (2.4)

-scend- climb ascend (7.1)

-sent- sens(e) feel, perceive absent (2.4)

-sess- side, sed(e) to sit obsess (7.1)

-sist- sta, stat(e), stit place, stand insist (2.4)

-stant- standing constant (2.4)

-sult- salt leap, assault insult (2.4)

-sign- sign, to mark design (12.2)

-tend-
-tent-

tens(e) stretch, reach
extend
extent

(2.4)

-vent- ven(e), veni come invent (2.4)

Common Bases
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The Dictation Books provide content for lesson planning 
reflecting 4th edition updates. For each Step in the 
program, all content is arranged by “type” (sounds, word 
elements, high frequency words, phonetic words, and 
sentences) instead of by substep, making for easier 
lesson planning. The Dictation Books now include word 
elements and high frequency word phrases for Part 8 
of the lesson. Dictation Book Steps 1-6 and Dictation 
Book Steps 7-12* contain Level AB, Level A, and Level B 
vocabulary. The Level AB includes words that represent 
90% of the most frequently used words in written text 
and considered to be core vocabulary. Words that also 
are on the Academic Word List (AWL) are bolded in the 
wordlists and sentences.

50 Wilson Reading System®

STEP
       3
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WORD ELEMENTSSTEP 3

Suffixes

Vowel Suffixes Consonant Suffixes

Previously taught

/¬z/ > -es /s/ or /z/ > -s

Substep 3.5

/§d/ or /¬d/ > -ed

/ing/ > -ing

Bases

Previously taught

-fess- -gress- -mand- -mit- -pel-

-pend- -press- -rupt- -sent- -sist-

-stant- -sult- -tend- -tent- -vent-

-dict- -duct- -fect- -f lect- -f lict-

-ject- -lect- -pact- -rect- -sect-

-spect- -struct- -tact- -tract- -vict-

Prefixes

Substep 3.1

mid- mis- non- tran- trans-

un-

Substep 3.2

ab- abs- ad- com- con-

dis- em- en- ex- im-

in- ob- sub-

Wilson Reading System® Dictation Books

Steps 7-12
W

R
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Dictation Book
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WORDS3.1

AB

compound words

sunset(s) sunlit upset(s) within

cactus and relish - syllable division

axis cabin(s) edit(s) exam(s)

finish(es) habit(s) index limit(s)

medic(s) metric panic(s) picnic(s)

polish(es) public publish(es) punish(es)

rapid robin(s) solid(s) topic(s)

until victim(s) visit(s)

schwa:  and e = / /

atom(s) basket(s) bucket(s) camel(s)

canyon(s) chicken(s) custom(s) jacket(s)

level(s) magnet(s) medal(s) metal(s)

method(s) model(s) novel(s) panel(s)

pocket(s) rocket(s) seldom seven

signal(s) ticket(s) wagon(s) wisdom

prefix + base word

midship misfed misled nonfat

transfix(es) unbox(es) uncap(s) uncut

undid unfit unlit undock(s)

unlock(s) unpack(s) unpin(s) unwell

68 Wilson Reading System®

STEP
       3
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full: full of shells a full pack the full box 

pull: did pull back pull my leg pull in front

pulled: pulled it off pulled into the lot pulled Pam out 

push: a big push push and pull should not push 

pushed: pushed my luck pushed back too pushed by me 

month: for one month in a month by the month

first: should call first his first job the first one

number: a big number is number one to number ten

PHRASES3.1

new: a new dish my new job his new boss

other: in other words the other man the other one

another: another word another one another path

after: after the first after she comes after we go

over: over the top pulled over too could come over 

under: under the rug under my bed under a rock

down: down the path did fall down down and out

PHRASES3.2

© 1988, 1996, 2018  WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

a full pack the full box 

pull my leg pull in front

pulled into the lot pulled Pam out 

push and pull should not push 

pushed back too pushed by me 

in a month by the month

his first job the first one

is number one to number ten

my new job his new boss

the other man the other one

another one another path

after she comes after we go

pulled over too could come over 

under my bed under a rock

did fall down down and out

71WRS DICTATION BOOK | STEPS 1-6
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AB

no current high frequency words

Can you find shellfish in the index?

My old backpack is on the top shelf.

Bud was the last kid to get a laptop.

Mom had to lock the cabin.

Call Liz when Trish finishes the job.

Helen got a hat and a jacket.

Jill has fun with the magnets.

Edwin did drink the nonfat milk.

Fred undid the string on the packet.

Dad was upset when Alex misled him.

full, pull, pulled, push, pushed, month, first, number

If we push, Mom will be upset.

Bob pulled a sunfish from the pond.

A number of kids went to the kickoff.

Will Justin publish a full text?

The robins pull bugs from the grass.

He pushed the tidbits into the napkin.

Check the index to find the first topic.

Sheldon had a number of hot dogs and got sick.

Ron is first to hand in his tablet.

Did Benson drop Beth’s full salad?

Next month the old helmets must go.

We should rest in tent number seven.

Clint will be on the panel next month.

Hudson will pull the wagon to the shop.

First Ted must unlock his truck.

Ross will unzip the full lunch bag.

We must unpack all the boxes first.

Beth did miscall the number on the test.

Nick pulled the nonfat milk off the shelf.

Beth will be upset unless she can go first.

SENTENCES3.1

Sample pages from Dictation Book Steps 1-6

*Steps 7-12 materials will be available in 2021.
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Wilson Reading System®

tious cautious /shšs/ 12.5

Wilson Reading System®

tious

Wilson Reading System®

kn  knife /n/ 12.2

Wilson Reading System®knWilson Reading System®

gn  gnat /n/ 12.2

Wilson Reading System®gnWilson Reading System®

gh  ghost /g/ 12.2

Wilson Reading System®gh Wilson Reading System®

mb  lamb /m/ 12.2

Wilson Reading System®mb Wilson Reading System®

mn  column /m/ 12.2

Wilson Reading System®mn Wilson Reading System®

rh  rhyme /r/ 12.2

Wilson Reading System®rh Wilson Reading System®

wr  wrist /r/ 12.2

Wilson Reading System®wr

Wilson Reading System® Letter-Sound Cards

Item # W4WRSSC               ISBN  978-1-56778-642-2

Letter-Sound
(Grapheme-Phoneme)

Cards

Wilson Reading System®

Wilson Reading System®

sure closure /zhšr/ 12.5

sure pressure /shšr/ 12.5

Wilson Reading System®sure Wilson Reading System®

ture departure /chšr/ 12.5

Wilson Reading System®tureWilson Reading System®

tu spatula /chü/ 12.5

Wilson Reading System®tu Wilson Reading System®

cious precious /shšs/ 12.5

Wilson Reading System®

cious
Wilson Reading System®

tial partial /shšl/ 12.5

Wilson Reading System®tial

ss
Wilson Reading System®

s snake /s/ 1.1

s visit /z/ 3.1

The Letter-Sound Cards are used to develop quick 
and automatic letter naming and production of sounds 
for decoding, as well as to directly teach word structure 
by manipulating word parts. The 4th edition includes new 
cards: v-e exceptions, silent letters, and blank dry-erasable 
cards (ivory, salmon, and green). The name has been 
changed to Letter-Sound (Grapheme-Phoneme) Cards to 
more accurately reflect the use of the cards in a WRS lesson.

Laminated
Blank Cards
• 10 - Ivory

• 5 - Salmon

• 5 - Green
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Wilson Reading System® Word Cards

7-  12Steps 
Word Cards
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gum

1.3B

yabmesh

1.3AB *?*?* 1.3N

box

1.3B

cheptuck

1.3AB *?*?* 1.3N

shut

1.3B

quoprig

1.3AB *?*?* 1.3N

sum
1.3B

mishhush

1.3AB *?*?* 1.3N

lack

1.3B

tupsag

1.3AB *?*?* 1.3N

1.3AB

1.3AB

1.3AB

1.3AB

wild

2.3AB

bindfinds

2.3AB 2.3B

told

2.3AB

boltposts

2.3AB 2.3B

child
2.3AB

rindholds

2.3AB 2.3B

fold

2.3AB

volthost

2.3AB 2.3B

mind

2.3AB

joltsmold

2.3AB 2.3B

boltposts

2.3AB 2.3B

2.3AB

2.3AB

2.3AB

incomplete

4.3B

enfranchiseindiscrete
4.3AB 4.3B

disinvite

4.3B

infiltratedisincline

4.3AB 4.3B

contribute

4.3B

condensatemisadvise

4.3AB 4.3B

demonstrates

4.3B

attributescustom-made

4.3AB 4.3B

illustrates

4.3B

contemplatesprofitwise

4.3AB 4.3B

infiltratedisincline

4.3AB

contribute
4.3AB

demonstrates
4.3AB

illustrates
4.3AB

duty

5.3AB

levycopy

5.3AB 5.3B

tiny

5.3AB

tallyfifty

5.3AB 5.3B

empty

5.3AB

pantrylazy

5.3AB 5.3B

twenty

5.3AB

lobbyentry

5.3AB 5.3B

penny

5.3AB

frenzylady

5.3AB 5.3B

tallyfifty

5.3AB

5.3AB

5.3AB

5.3AB

visitors

6.3AB

refinementsdisrespectfully

6.3AB 6.3B

thickened

6.3AB

tactfulnessrequirements

6.3AB 6.3B

actively

6.3AB

zestfullythankfulness

6.3AB 6.3B

illnesses

6.3AB

instinctivelyrestlessness

6.3AB 6.3B

mindlessly

6.3AB

regretfullywishfulness

6.3AB 6.3B

The Word Cards are laminated and are 
provided as perforated sheets for easy 
preparation. These cards include Level AB 
(core vocabulary) & Level B words provided 
at each substep for targeted practice 
of high-utility words with taught word 
patterns, as well as extended vocabulary 
practice. Nonsense words are included when 
appropriate.

incomplete

4.3B

enfranchise

indiscrete

4.3AB

4.3B

disinvite

4.3B
infiltrate

disincline
4.3AB

4.3B

contribute

4.3B

condensate

misadvise

4.3AB

4.3B

demonstrates

4.3B

attributes

custom-made

4.3AB

4.3B

illustrates

4.3B

contemplates

profitwise

4.3AB

4.3B

Steps 7-12 materials will be available in 2021.



© 2017 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 072921 11Wilson Reading System® 4th Edition

mid- mis-
3.1 3.1

non- tran-
3.1 3.1

trans- un-
3.1 3.1

ab- abs-
3.2 3.2

Wilson Reading System® Word Element & Syllable Cards

The Word Element and Syllable Cards
are provided as perforated sheets for easy 
preparation. These cards include prefix 
cards, suffix cards (including the suffix 
-s), Latin-base cards, and Greek element 
cards. In addition, a selection of words are 
segmented into syllables, with one syllable 
per card.

ITEM # W4WESC72 ISBN 978-1-56778-659-0
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3.13.1 3.13.1

3.13.1

3.13.1

3.23.2

-fess- -gress-
2.4 2.4

-mand- -mit-
2.4 2.4

-pel- -pend-
2.4 2.4

-press- -rupt-
2.4 2.4
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2.4

-es -s
1.6 1.6

-ed -ing
3.5 3.5

-ive -able
4.4 6.1

-en -er
6.1 6.1

1.61.6

sun set
3.1, 4.2 3.1, 6.4

check up
3.1, 3.2 3.1

kick ball
3.1 3.1, 3.4, 4.2

bath tub
3.1 3.1

sun
set3.1, 4.2

3.1, 6.4check
up3.1, 3.2

3.1kick
ball3.1

3.1, 3.4, 4.2bath
tub3.1

3.1
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Wilson Reading System® High Frequency Word Cards

High frequency words, whether phonetic or 
irregular, are used so commonly in English, 
they need to be recognized quickly and 
easily. One of the more significant and 
important updates in the 4th edition is the 
direct teaching of high frequency words in 
a predetermined sequence. In addition to 
the direct teaching of these sight words to 
mastery for both reading and spelling, high 
frequency words are included in sentences, 
phrases, and stories for practice. Steps 1-6 
teaches 242 high frequency words. These 
include phonetically irregular words and words with regular phonemic patterns that have not 
yet been taught. The High Frequency Word Cards are used during Part 3 of the lesson for 
reading practice. The 4th edition provides more than 500 taught words (Steps 1-6 and Steps 7-12). 
(Steps 7-12 High Frequency Word Cards will be available in 2021.)
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WRS STUDENT READER | TWO 43 SUBSTEP   2.2 AB

which    where    when    what    there    
try    what    who    why    by    here

 + suffix

1 Which dish of clams do you want 

for a snack?

2 Where were you when the bricks fell?

3 What glasses should I get?

4 There were a lot of thrills on that trip!

5 Try to brush off the steps.

6 What if the dog begs for his snacks?

7 When will he pick up the blocks?

8 Who will get the dust off Mom’s benches?

9 Why are there six trucks by the shop?

10 There are ten inches of cloth here.

Wilson Reading System® Student Readers

The Student Readers provide extensive practice opportunities with 
highly controlled text. The 4th edition Student Readers have been 
extensively revised. Wordlists, sentences, and passages address the 
core and academic vocabulary. Wordlists include Level AB, Level A, 
and Level B vocabulary. Sentences and passages include Level AB and  
Level B vocabulary. Both the sentences and passages contain current 
and previously taught high frequency words. The passages are longer 
in general, averaging 150-200 words.

Fourth Ed
ition
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R
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er     

2

Wilson Reading System®

2Student Reader
Two

ISBN 978-1-56778-634-7

 ITEM # W4SR02AB

781567 7863479
Wilson Reading System®

www.wilsonlanguage.com
(800) 899-8454

Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
that educators have the skills and tools they need to help their 

students become fluent, independent readers, who are ready to 
explore the endless possibilities the world of reading has to offer.

WRS STUDENT READER | 

WRS STUDENT READER | TWO 29 SUBSTEP   2.2 AB

 + suffix

lands tends swims

cracks inches camps

shifts spins gifts

bricks ants bunches

sands depths spots

flags lunches lamps

benches drums hands

traps bands sleds

pants ranches staffs

grins brushes widths

 + suffix

lands tends swims

cracks inches camps

shifts spins gifts

bricks ants bunches

sands depths spots1WRS STUDENT READER | TWO

Sequence of Word Study Skills

2.1 welded sounds for the graphemes ang, ing, ong, ung, ank, ink, onk, unk (bang, pink), 
adding suffix -s (kings)

2.2 four sounds in a closed syllable, adding suffix -s or -es (flag, steps, brushes)

2.3 closed syllable exceptions ild, ind, old, ost, olt (mold, host)

2.4 five sounds in a closed syllable, plus suffix -s or -es (spend, crafts, branches); 
15 common closed-syllable Latin-base elements (-rupt-, -sist-, etc.)

2.5 three-letter blends and up to six sounds in a closed syllable (sprint, scrap), adding suffixes 
-s or -es (sprint, scraps, stresses); 15 common closed-syllable Latin-base elements with a 
ct blend (-duct-, -spect, etc.)

 High Frequency Words

527WRS INSTRUCTOR MANUAL© 1989, 1996, 2018  WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORP. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Wilson Reading System® High Frequency Words Sequence Steps 1-6

STEP 1

Substep 1.3 the

a

and was is

his

I

Substep 1.4 to

into

do

does

of you

your

shall

Substep 1.5 me

he

she

we

be

are as

has

or

for

want

Substep 1.6 they have one from both

STEP 2

Substep 2.1 her were how

now

could

would

should

asked

Substep 2.2 who what where

here

there

when

which

why

by

my

try

Substep 2.3 some come

comes

coming

become

becomes

becoming

any

anywhere

anyone

anything

many

been put

putting

Substep 2.4 out

about

their front said only

Substep 2.5 too

two

no

go

so

also

very

every

everywhere

everyone

everything

each work

word

world

High frequency words in current substep.

Not yet taught high frequency words (including phonetically irregular words and words with regular phonetic patterns that have not yet been taught).

try    what    who    why    by    here

 Which dish of clams do you want 

for a snack?

 Where were you when the bricks fell?

asses should I get?

WRS STUDENT READER | TWO 49 SUBSTEP   2.2 AB

Mom was mad when she saw the rip in 

Beth’s dress. She asked, “My, my, Beth, how 

could this be? Why did you get up?”

Beth had to tell Mom that her slip in the 

grass led to this mess. Mom had to fix the 

cut on Beth’s leg, then try to stick a pin in 

the red dress. All was well in the end.

WRS STUDENT READER | TWO

 There were a lot of thrills on that trip!

 Try to brush off the steps.

 What if the dog begs for his snacks?

 When will he pick up the blocks?

 Who will get the dust off Mom’s benches?

 Why are there six trucks by the shop?

 There are ten inches of cloth here.

 There were a lot of thrills on that trip!

 Try to brush off the steps.

 What if the dog begs for his snacks?

 When will he pick up the blocks?

 Who will get the dust off Mom’s benches?

 Why are there six trucks by the shop?

 There are ten inches of cloth here.

WRS STUDENT READER | TWO 49 SUBSTEP   2.2 AB

Beth’s dress. She asked, “My, my, Beth, how 

could this be? Why did you get up?”

Beth had to tell Mom that her slip in the 

grass led to this mess. Mom had to fix the 

cut on Beth’s leg, then try to stick a pin in 

the red dress. All was well in the end.

WRS STUDENT READER | TWO48SUBSTEP   2.2 AB

when    what    which    there    my    why    try shoe    see    gone    saw

Beth’s Trip in the Grass

Mom asked Beth to sit on the top step. 

Beth was in her best red dress and Mom did 

not want Beth to get up. When Mom left to 

get her bag, Beth got up fast. She slid off the 

steps. What did Beth do next? She ran in the 

grass, but her shoe hit a twig, which led to a 

big slip. Beth fell and got a cut on one of her 

legs.

Beth went back to the top step, stuck her 

chin in her hands, and wept. She could see 

that there was a big rip in her dress. She 

should not have gone for a run in the grass.

Steps 7-12 materials will be available in 2021.
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Wilson Reading System® Student Notebooks (consumable)

The Student Notebooks are used by students as 
a reference for sounds, syllables, spelling rules, word 
elements, vocabulary, and high frequency words. The
4th edition Student Notebooks reflect sequence updates 
(i.e., suffix -es taught at Substep 1.6), a word element 
section, as well as enough space to add all high frequency 
words taught in the program.

Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
that educators have the skills and tools they need to help their 

students become fluent, independent readers, who are ready to 
explore the endless possibilities the world of reading has to offer.
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Consonants

t

top /t/ (1.1)

v

van /v/ (1.2)

w

wind /w/ (1.2)

x

fox /ks/ (1.2)

y

yellow /y/ (1.2)

z

zebra /z/ (1.2)

n

nut /n/ (1.1)

p

pan /p/ (1.1)

qu

queen /kw/ (1.2)

r

rat /r/ (1.1)

s

snake /s/ (1.1)

visit /z/ (3.1)

m

man /m/ (1.1)

h

hat /h/ (1.2)

j

jug /j/ (1.2)

k

kite /k/ (1.2)

l

lamp /l/ (1.1)

g

(e, i, y) /j/ (7.1)

game /g/ (1.1)

d

dog /d/ (1.1)

f

fun /f/ (1.1)

c

(e, i, y) /s/ (7.1)

cat /k/ (1.2)

b

bat /b/ (1.2)
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v

van /v/ (1.2)

w

wind /w/ (1.2)

x

fox /ks/ (1.2)

y

yellow /y/ (1.2)

z

zebra /z/ (1.2)

n

nut /n/ (1.1)

p

pan /p/ (1.1)

qu

queen /kw/ (1.2)

r

rat /r/ (1.1)

s

snake /s/ (1.1)

visit /z/ (3.1)

hat /h/ (1.2) jug /j/ (1.2) kite /k/ (1.2) lamp /l/ (1.1)

SY
LL

AB
LE

S
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Syllable Types

r-controlled
syllable

Exception

cherry

closed syllable

Exception

vowel-consonant-e
syllable

Exception

open syllable

Exception

amaze

What is a Syllable?

A syllable is a word or part of a word made by one push of breath.
 A syllable must have at least one vowel.

double vowel
“d” syllable

Exception

create

final stable
syllable fs

Exception

whistle
fs

SY
LL

AB
LE

S
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The Rules of Syllable Division (3.1-6.4)

Syllable Division

One Consonant (vcv)

Use one consonant to “close in” the first syllable: ____________________________________ (3.1)

If a word is a compound word, split between the
two words: ____________________________________ (3.1)

One consonant usually goes with the second syllable: ____________________________________ (5.2)

Three Consonants (vcccv)

Keep digraphs together: ____________________________________ (3.1)

If a word is a compound word, split between the
two words; the digraph may be in the first syllable: ____________________________________ (3.1)

Blend stays together in second syllable: ____________________________________ (3.2)

Divide after the first consonant in a word ending in
a final stable syllable: ____________________________________ (6.4)

Four Consonants (vccccv)

Watch for compound words that contain digraphs,
blends, and welded sounds; divide between them: ____________________________________ (3.2)

Watch for three-letter blends in the second syllable: ____________________________________ (3.3)

Two Consonants (vccv)

Divide between two consonants: ____________________________________ (3.1)

Keep digraphs together: ____________________________________ (3.1)

If a word is a compound word, split between the
two words: ____________________________________ (3.1)

A blend may stay together in the second syllable,
especially if there is a prefix in the first syllable: ____________________________________ (5.2)

Divide just before the consonant in a word ending
in a final stable syllable: ____________________________________ (6.4)

© 2005, 2018  WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

Three Consonants 

Keep digraphs together: 

If a word is a compound word, split between the
two words; the digraph may be in the first syllable: 

Blend stays together in second syllable: 

Divide after the first consonant in a word ending in

Four Consonants (vccccv)

Watch for compound words that contain digraphs,
blends, and welded sounds; divide between them: 

Watch for three-letter blends in the second syllable: 

If a word is a compound word, split between the

A blend may stay together in the second syllable,
especially if there is a prefix in the first syllable: 

Divide just before the consonant in a word ending
in a final stable syllable: 

W
ORD  ELEM

ENTS
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r emake (5.2) r e su l t (5.2)

Mark Words

______________________________ on, in, to awake (5.5)

______________________________ with, together cohost (5.1)

______________________________ down, away from defrost (5.1)

______________________________ out of eject (5.1)

______________________________ before pretest (5.1)

______________________________ for, forth progress (5.1)

______________________________ back, again remake (5.1)

Open-Syllable Prefix Meaning Example Word

Prefixes with Open Syllables (often a schwa) (5.1-5.5)

Word Elements

Steps 7-12 materials will be available in 2021.
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Wilson Reading System® Student Dictation Notebook (consumable)

The Student Dictation Notebook provides students with a notebook for dictation. The dictation pages 
now include word elements and phrases. At the end of the Dictation Notebook, alternative forms for the 
dictation page are provided. This includes a page for students who need handwriting support and a page with 
spelling options.

Wilson Reading System® Student Portfolio (consumable)

The Introductory Set includes a Student Portfolio (Steps 1-6) binder which contains a Student Notebook,
A-Z tabs for vocabulary, and a Student Dictation Notebook.

W
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s 1
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WRS 
Steps 1-6  Portfolio
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Wilson Reading System®

Student Dictation Notebook
Steps 1-6
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7867437815679

Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
that educators have the skills and tools they need to help their 

students become fluent, independent readers, who are ready to 
explore the endless possibilities the world of reading has to offer.

PAGE 1 OF X

Wilson Reading System®WRS Student Dictation Page

© 2018, 2021 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 051817

 SENTENCES

1

2

3

PHRASES

1 3

2

 SOUNDS WORD ELEMENTS

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

 REAL WORDS NONSENSE WORDS

1 1

2 2

3 3

4

5

Student Name Substep Lesson Number Date

PAGE 1 OF X

Wilson Reading System®WRS Steps 7-12 Student Dictation Page

Student Name Substep Lesson Number Date

 SOUNDS WORD ELEMENTS

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

 SENTENCES

1

2

3

© WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 051617

REAL WORDS  SPELLING OPTIONS

1

2

3

4

5

NONSENSE WORDS PHRASES

1 1

2 2

3 3

PAGE 1 OF X
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PHRASES

1

2

3

PAGE 1 OF X

Wilson Reading System®WRS Steps 7-12 Student Dictation Page

Student Name Substep Lesson Number Date

 SOUNDS WORD ELEMENTS

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

 SENTENCES

1

2

3
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REAL WORDS  SPELLING OPTIONS

1

2

3

4

5

NONSENSE WORDS PHRASES

1 1

2 2

3 3

Wilson Reading System®WRS Student Dictation Page  |  Handwriting Grids

 SOUNDS WORD ELEMENTS

Student Name Substep Lesson Number Date

 REAL WORDS NONSENSE WORDS

1 1

2 2

3 3

4 4

5 5

11

22

33

44

4

5
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 SENTENCES

1

2

3
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1

2

3

4

5

NONSENSE WORDS

1

2

3

NONSENSE WORDS

5

1

2

3
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 SENTENCES

PHRASES
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Wilson Reading System® Magnetic Journal with Letter Tiles

Magnetic Journal with Letter Tiles are used by 
students to practice the manipulation of word 
parts for spelling activities. New letter tiles for the 
4th edition include v-e exceptions, silent letters, and 
blank suffix and prefix tiles. Letter tiles are included 
for Steps 1-12 of the program.
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© 2017 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.WORD ELEMENT DETECTIVE17 of 46

3.1

Combine the word elements and write the word. Underline the base word. If there is a suffi  x, circle it. Then, 
mark the compound word.

e.g.  sun + up =

sunup
= = e.g.  sun + set + s  =

sunsets
= =

cod + fish = kick + ball =

cut + off = hat + box + es =

with + in = lap + top =

bed + bug + s = dish + pan + s = 

back+ pack = sun + up =

up + set = tom + cat + s =

pig + pen + s = sun + bath + s =

Sample - Not for Distribution

Wilson Reading System® Word Element Detective Workbook (consumable)
(Supplemental material, not included in the Introductory Set*)

The Word Element Detective Workbook is a new supplemental resource for 
the 4th edition. This workbook addresses the word element (morphological) 
aspects of the WRS 4th Edition with activities to practice the word element 
concepts taught at each Step. Word Element Detective 

Workbook

Wilson Reading System®

Wilson Reading System®

www.wilsonlanguage.com
(800) 899-8454

Our Mission

To provide quality professional learning and ongoing support so 
that educators have the skills and tools they need to help their 

students become fluent, independent readers, who are ready to 
explore the endless possibilities the world of reading has to offer.

with + in =

bed + bug + s =

back+ pack =

up + set =

pig + pen + s =

WORD ELEMENT DETECTIVE© 2017 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 15 of 46

2.5

Read each word. Check the elements in it and then indicate the total elements in the word.

e.g. Base Word Suffi  x
Number of Word 

Elements

crunches   2
crunch  1
asks

dresses

tricks

prompt

crafts

glasses

kings

snaps

inches

frost

colds

branch

bumps

thing

film

strings

brushes

spells

sold

lends

Sample - Not for Distribution
2.5

Read each word. Check the elements in it and then indicate the total elements in the word.

e.g. Base Word Suffi  x
Number of Word 

Elements

crunches  
crunch 
asks

dresses

tricks

prompt

crafts

Sample - Not for Distribution

WORD ELEMENT DETECTIVE© 2017 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 27 of 46

3.2

Some words below have a prefi x added to a simple word. Some have prefi xes as part of a complex word. Write the 
whole word in the second column and underline the base word. Write the stand-alone word in the next column.

e.g. Word Stand-Alone Word

sin sist insists insist

estrans fix transfixes fi x

non tax

con stant

sad mit

in land

sub test

sin sult

mis step

com mand

sdis rupt

Sample - Not for Distribution

© 2017 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.WORD ELEMENT DETECTIVE

tom + cat + s =

pig + pen + s = sun + bath + s =

WORD ELEMENT DETECTIVE© 2017 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 18 of 46 

3.1

Combine the word elements (prefi x and base word) and write the word. Then, underline the simple word and 
circle the prefi x.

un- lock  = un lock mid- ship  =

non- tax  = mid- leg  =

un- did  = non- fat   =

mis- call   = non- fan  =

mis- fed  = trans- fix  =

Sample - Not for Distribution

This material is sold separately and will be available in the future.
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Wilson Reading System® Matched Passages – Enriched & Readable Sets
(Supplemental material, not included in the Introductory Set*)

The Enriched and Readable Sets provide high-quality, authentic text for comprehension and fluency 
practice in Block 3. These texts cover current event topics or other informational topics of interest presented 
at an enriched level, and with matched texts at a non-controlled readable level. The texts are grouped into 
the following informational text structures for Steps 1-6: description, chronology/sequence, and compare/
contrast; and the following text structures in Steps 7-12: problem/solution and cause/eff ect. Each Enriched 
and Readable Set includes: 

• Enriched text passage

• Non-controlled readable text passages that includes

◦ Two passages matched to enriched text

◦ One related passage that stays on topic

• Questions for discussion and deeper understanding

• Vocabulary explanations in everyday language for quick reference and potential further study

• Completed graphic organizer for teacher reference

ENRICHED TEXT 
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There are a few different kinds of tsunamis. When tsunamis travel 

across an entire ocean, they are called teletsunamis. These are usually caused 

by very powerful and devastating earthquakes. The number of waves in a 

teletsunami can vary, but there are usually between two and ten waves. The 

first wave is not always the biggest or the most powerful. The 2004 Indian 

Ocean tsunami was a teletsunami. Surprisingly, people in boats on the 

surface were unaffected by that teletsunami, but scuba divers were 

reportedly tossed about by the turbulence under the water.

Smaller earthquakes can trigger local tsunamis.  Local tsunamis don’t 

travel to distant shores; they only affect the seashore near where the 

earthquake occurred.  In March 2011, Japan experienced a terrible local 

tsunami which took many lives and damaged a lot of property.   

The last type of tsunami is called a megatsunami. This is an informal 

term used to describe a tsunami that has much higher waves than other 

tsunamis. Unlike other tsunamis, megatsunamis are caused by huge 

landslides. A megatsunami occurred in Lituya Bay in Alaska on July 9, 

1958. Its highest wave reached 1700 feet! That is the height of a 102 story 

tall building!

Tsunamis occur most often in the Pacific Ocean, but they’re possible 

all over the globe. They can’t be predicted, even when an earthquake has 

been detected. Thankfully, experts are working on perfecting automated 

systems that can sense approaching tsunamis once they have been generated, 

and provide warnings. Reliable warning systems would save a lot of lives 

and property.

There are a few different kinds of

across an entire ocean, they are called 

by very powerful and devastating eart

teletsunami can vary, but there are us

first wave is not always the biggest 

Ocean tsunami was a teletsunami. Su

surface were unaffected by that tele

reportedly tossed about by the 

Smaller earthquakes can trigger local

travel to distant shores; they only 

earthquake occurred.  In March 2011, 

tsunami which took many lives and 

The last type of tsunami is called 

term used to describe a tsunami th

tsunamis. Unlike other tsunamis,

landslides. A megatsunami occurred in L

1958. Its highest wave reached 1700 feet! 

tall building!

Tsunamis occur most often in the 

all over the globe. They can’t be pred

been detected. Thankfully, experts 

systems that can sense approaching tsunamis once they

ENRICHED TEXT 
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Tsunami 101 

In Japanese, the term tsunami means “harbor wave.” Actually, a 

tsunami is a series of waves caused by the sudden displacement of a large 

water mass from its normal position. Usually that body of water is an ocean, 

but tsunamis can also occur in seas and big lakes. Tsunamis are most 

commonly generated by earthquakes, volcanoes, and landslides. 

Tsunami waves are sustained by gravity and have nothing to do with 

tides. In fact, a tsunami can even occur at low tide. In the open ocean, the 

length of a tsunami wave can reach more than one hundred miles from crest 

to crest. However, tsunamis have a small wave height when they’re offshore. 

They are only about 12 inches taller than normal waves. That’s why they 

generally go unnoticed by fishermen at sea.  

These seemingly normal waves reach speeds exceeding 500 miles per 

hour!  However, as they travel inland and reach shallower water, they slow 

to about 50 miles per hour. Their length diminishes and they may increase in 

height to become towering walls of turbulent water.

A tsunami does not always approach land as a series of enormous 

waves. It may look more like a rapidly rising tide. Sometimes, the first part 

of a tsunami to reach land is a “drawback.” This means that a large volume 

of water along the shoreline suddenly recedes, and areas that are normally 

underwater are suddenly exposed. People who have witnessed a drawback 

describe an accompanying sucking sound as the water recedes.  
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This material is sold separately and will be available in the future.



© 2017 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 072921 19Wilson Reading System® 4th Edition

© 2016 WILSON LANGUAGE TRAINING NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION SEPTEMBER 30. 2016 

Tsunami Safety (Tsunami 101 / Part III) 

Tsunamis rank as one of the most destructive natural 

disasters. If you know what to look for, you may be able to 

get to a safe place before a tsunami hits. People who live 

close to the ocean should know how to recognize warning 

signs of an impending tsunami and how to minimize the 

loss of life. 

An earthquake can be a tsunami warning. A quake can 

cause killer waves many miles across the ocean many hours 

after it first strikes. The government can track tsunamis and 

warn the public. Tune in to the radio or connect to the 

internet to get updates about where and when the quake’s 

effects are expected to be felt. 

Witnesses have said that a sudden, great fall or rise in 

the water level sometimes happens before a tsunami gets to 

the shore. Experts think that a rapidly diminishing tide may 

give people as much as five minutes’ warning to get out of 

NON-CONTROLLED READABLE TEXT 

Tsunamis rank as one of the most destructive natural 

disasters. If you know what to look for, you may be able to 

get to a safe place before a tsunami hits. People who live 

close to the ocean should know how to recognize warning 

signs of an impending tsunami and how to minimize the 

An earthquake can be a tsunami warning. A quake can 

cause killer waves many miles across the ocean many hours 

after it first strikes. The government can track tsunamis and 

warn the public. Tune in to the radio or connect to the 

internet to get updates about where and when the quake’s 

Witnesses have said that a sudden, great fall or rise in 

the water level sometimes happens before a tsunami gets to 

the shore. Experts think that a rapidly diminishing tide may 

give people as much as five minutes’ warning to get out of 

NON-CONTROLLED READABLE TEXT
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Tsunami 101 / Part II 
There are distinct kinds of tsunamis. Tsunamis that 

move across an entire ocean to distant shores are called 

teletsunamis. These tsunamis are caused by strong 

earthquakes and most often consist of anywhere from two 

to ten waves. The first wave is not always the biggest or the 

strongest one. The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami was a 

teletsunami.

Small earthquakes can set off local tsunamis that only 

affect land that is close by. Japan has had many local 

tsunamis in the past. In March 2011, Japan was hit by a 

local tsunami which took many lives and homes.

The last kind of tsunami is a megatsunami. Landslides 

cause these tsunamis, and they consist of much taller waves 

than other tsunamis. In 1958 a megatsunami in Alaska had 

a wave that was over 1700 feet tall. That is the size of a 102 

story tall building! This is the tallest wave that has ever 

been known. 

There are distinct kinds of tsunamis. Tsunamis that 

move across an entire ocean to distant shores are called 

teletsunamis. These tsunamis are caused by strong 

earthquakes and most often consist of anywhere from two 

to ten waves. The first wave is not always the biggest or the 

The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami was a 

Small earthquakes can set off local tsunamis that only 

affect land that is close by. Japan has had many local 

tsunamis in the past. In March 2011, Japan was hit by a 

local tsunami which took many lives and homes.

The last kind of tsunami is a megatsunami. Landslides 

cause these tsunamis, and they consist of much taller waves 

than other tsunamis. In 1958 a megatsunami in Alaska had 

a wave that was over 1700 feet tall. That is the size of a 102 

story tall building! This is the tallest wave that has ever 

NON-CONTROLLED READABLE TEXT 
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Tsunami 101 / Part I 
In Japanese, the word tsunami means “harbor wave.” 

A tsunami is a set of waves caused by the sudden 

movement of a massive volume of water. This happens 

most often in an ocean, but can also happen in big lakes 

and seas. Earthquakes and landslides can both cause a 

tsunami. Sometimes the landslides are underwater; at other 

times rocks fall from above the shore into the water.

Tsunami waves have nothing to do with tides, and can 

even happen when the tide is out. When a tsunami is in the 

open ocean, or offshore, its waves can be more than one 

hundred miles long from crest to crest. But, tsunami waves 

are not tall when they are offshore. They are only about 12 

inches taller than common waves. Therefore they are not 

felt on ships, and people out on the open ocean almost 

never take note of a tsunami as it passes them. 

Offshore, the waves move fast—more than 500 miles 

an hour! As they move inland and get close to the shore, or 

ENRICHED TEXT
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Potential Words for Further Study: These words not only help with 

comprehension of the passage, they also appear more frequently in a wide 

spectrum of reading, especially in academic text. Therefore, further study of the 

meaning of these words may be beneficial. The words on this list can be 

incorporated into subsequent lessons. 

accompanying (adj) happening or existing at the same time, or happening 
as a result of

affect (v) to influence or cause to change 

approach (n) the path to get close to something 

areas (n)  particular parts of a region 

automated (adj) when work is done by machines instead of people

detected (v) found or discovered by using equipment or making an 
investigation (past tense of detect) 

diminishes (v) reduces in size, importance, or intensity

displacement (n) when something is forced to move away from the area 

where it is usually located 

exceeding (v) greater or larger than that number 

exposed (v) uncovered something that is usually hidden (past tense of 

expose)

enormous (adj) extremely large in size or amount 

experts (n)  people who are very skilled at doing something or who know a 
lot about something

c text. Therefore, further study of the 

meaning of these words may be beneficial. The words on this list can be 

happening or existing at the same time, or happening 

 when work is done by machines instead of people

) found or discovered by using equipment or making an 

 reduces in size, importance, or intensity

to move away from the area 

 uncovered something that is usually hidden (past tense of 

) extremely large in size or amount 

)  people who are very skilled at doing something or who know a 
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Discussion/Follow-up for Tsunami 101: Enriched Text 

1. Explain what happens in a body of water to cause a tsunami.
2. Discuss two changes that occur to tsunami waves when they move

from the deep offshore water towards shallower water.
3. Describe two different ways an approaching tsunami might look to an

observer on the shore.
4. What does “recedes” mean?
5. Although the author doesn’t explain, why do you think people in boats

on the water surface weren’t affected by the 2004 Indian Ocean
tsunami?

6. Explain one important difference between a tsunami caused by a small
earthquake and one caused by a powerful earthquake.

7. What does the author want you to know about predicting tsunamis?
8. What does “turbulent” mean?

Teacher Resources

Vocabulary

Words for Quick Discussion: These words may need to be discussed with 

students as they are encountered, to help with comprehension of the passage. It 

is best to do this with a quick discussion while reading the text, in student-friendly 

language.

crest (n) the top of a wave

devastating (adj) very destructive or damaging 
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